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Pennsylvania School 
District Bans Books 

on Diversity  

By: Dylan Evans 

York PA, Sept. 18- Students 
at the Central York School 

District spoke in protest of 
the schoolboard’s decision 
to ban several books from 

the school’s curriculum, in-
cluding the biography of 
Malala Yousafzai, books 

about Rosa Parks, and Sesa-
me Street books discussing 
race and equality. 

The Central York 
schoolboard banned these 

books, along with others, 
October 2020. 

Even with the protest of stu-
dents and parents of the 

community, the schoolboard 
and faculty have yet to yield 
on their choice to disregard 

these books from the school 
library and curriculum. 

“I don’t think a moral com-
pass will let you ban books 

about equality and loving 
each other,” Christina Ellis, 
a senior at Central York 

High School, told CNN. 

Another senior at Central 
York, Edha Gupta, shared 
their thoughts as a student 

of color— “This is a board 
that after hearing their stu-
dents’ concerns about diver-

sity in the district, hearing 
my struggle with race, being 
an Indian American and 

consistently feeling like I 
didn’t belong… after all 
those conversations for 
weeks on end, they still pur-

sued the book ban.” 

And what do other future 
and current educators have 
to say on the matter? Kinsey 

Lowers, a current Early 
Childhood Special Educa-
tion major at Thiel College, 

said: 

“I think it is absolutely dis-
gusting that a biography like 
Malala’s, on the topic of 

fighting for women’s rights, 
could be banned just be-
cause of the topic of racial 

and gender equality issues. I 
think it is disappointing how 
close the area is to Thiel as 

well. I’ve never been one 
for banning books, and I 
always found it strange 

when I would go to a library 
and find books I didn’t 
know because they were 

banned from my school.” 

Tressa Snyder, the Thiel 
library director, said this in 
response— 

“I’m not a librarian that 
bans books. It baffles me  

         {continued on Page 4} 

By: Samantha Walker 

Monday, Sept. 20: Thiel 
College student body was 

notified that the mask 
mandate will remain in-
tact until the beginning of 

November, when the pol-
icy will be revisited. 

This choice follows a rise 
in COVID-19 cases with-

in Mercer County in the 
past month, including a 
majority of local high 

schools and colleges ex-
periencing an uptick in 
positive cases. 

Currently, the New York 
Times reports an average 

of 63 cases per week in 
Mercer County. This in-
cludes a reported 37 new 

cases on September 20th 
alone. 

This announcement also 
follows the newly re-

leased statistic that 1 in 
every 500 Americans 
have died of COVID-19 

since the beginning of the 
pandemic, including 
28,864 people in Penn-

sylvania alone. 

Thiel’s policy states that 
all students and staff are 

expected to wear a face 
covering while indoors 
regardless of vaccination 

status. 

The only time someone is 
to take off their mask is 
when in an enclosed of-

fice alone or in their dor-
mitory room. 

For outdoor activity, 
those who are unvac-

cinated or living with 
someone who is immun-
ocompromised are asked 
to wear a mask when so-

cial distancing is not pos-
sible. 

Those who are vaccinat-
ed are allowed to take 

their masks off outdoors 
but are encouraged to 
continue wearing it based 

on the individuals com-
fort. 

Dean McKinney warns 
that Thiel College will be 

no longer be offering free 
disposable masks to stu-
dents who forget to bring 

one. 

Though students are wel-
come to run to their 

dorms or townhouses to 
grab a mask, it is in the 
opinion of the professor 

in determining if the stu-
dent will be penalized for 
tardy attendance to class 
as a result of having to 

run home. 

When asked about the 
continued mandate, 
Maavra Sajjad explained, 

“back home we didn’t 
take it [masks] off since 
2020, if it’s going to 

help, which it does, then 
it’s important to keep 
around.”  

For those thinking of get-

ting vaccinated, Thiel has 

teamed up with Walburg 
Pharmacy for on-campus 

vaccination clinics with-
out the required 
healthcare insurance. For 

more information, keep 
an eye on the Thiel Hap-
penings or contact Dean 
McKinney. 

Faculty will be reevaluat-

ing the campus mask 
mandate in the beginning 
weeks of November, but 

the result will depend on 
current cases and overall 
safety. 

Dear Taylor 
Thielensian’s Advice  

Column 

Dear Taylor,  

Hi there. I am a freshman 

here at Thiel and I have 
been having such a hard 
time adjusting to college. 

The last 4 weeks have been 
stressful and I've cried so 
much. The classes are easy 

but it's the making friends 
and knowing people that is 
hard for me.  

From, G 

 
Hey G, 

The adjustment the college 
is never easy. I’m the start 
it’s going to be fun and ex-
citing then the work hits and 
you miss home. This is only 
a small setback however to 
the many amazing things 
you are going to do at Thiel. 
The best way that you can 
make friends on campus is 
to talk to people. I know 
that probably sounds terrify-
ing but you can start very 
small and work your way 
up. Start by getting to know 
the other people in your 
classes, hey their numbers 
and just talk about what’s 
going on in the specific 
class and the conversation 
will keep going from there. 
The next best thing you can 
do it to go to any events be-
ing held on campus. This is 
my personal favorite way to 
get out and meet new peo-
ple. Finally, if you are in a 
dorm try leaving your door 
open sometimes to welcome 
people in to talk to you. 

Thank you, Taylor 

Mask Mandate Extension for Thiel Campus  

Discarded Clothing Consumes 

Ghana Beaches 
By: Virginia Riddle 

Secondhand clothes 
from Western nations 

are flooding the beaches 
of Ghana. 

Weekly, Ghana’s capi-
tal, Accra, gets ship-

ments of approximately 
15 million clothing piec-
es from Western na-

tions. In Accra, mer-
chants buy bales from 
these shipments to resell 

clothes for a profit. 
However, this is not 
quite the beneficial sys-
tem that one would ex-

pect it to be. 

Due to modern fashion 
demands, clothes have 
been made for Western 

nations, especially 
America, at rapid speeds 
and cheap prices. Ulti-

mately, this trend of 
“fast fashion” has al-
lowed consumers to buy 

more than ever before, 

and, in turn, donate any 
outdated or boring 

clothes with relative 
ease. 

Most of these donated 
clothes are being 

shipped to places like 
Accra. And, while Accra 
uses these shipments as 

part of their economy, 
they hardly need to re-
ceive shipments of 15 

million pieces a week 
when the entire popula-
tion of Ghana is only 30 
million. 

When the remaining 

pieces inevitably go un-
used, it is easy to imag-
ine how the textiles 

build up in landfills or 
pollute the beaches of 
the country. Once they 

have built up in this 
way, they will start to 
decompose and pollute 

the rest of the environ-
ment through leach tox-
ins, leaking dyes, and 

the release of green-
house gases. Further-

more, this problem will 
not solve itself anytime 
soon. 

According to RoadRun-

ner Recycling, “Textiles 
can take up to 200+ 
years to decompose in 

landfills”. This means 
that Ghana will likely be 
consumed by these 

growing landfills for 
centuries. 

The clothing pollution 
crisis in Ghana has esca-
lated to the point that 

there will likely be no 
quick solution to clean 
the country. However, it 

is obvious that it needs 
to start with the full co-
operation of Western 

nations’ commitment to 
fighting fast fashion and 
valuing environmental 

concerns over consumer 
demands. 

Image from The OR Foundation 

Image from Thiel College Instagram 



LIFESTYLES & EVENTS 

Thiel 

Happenings 
list compiled by Adam Button 

 

October 1st-3rd: 

Homecoming 2021 

Wild With Pride 

 

October 6th: 

American Chemical  

Society Speaker: 

Dr. William Wagner 

 

October 7th: 

Common Hour: 

Internships 101 

 

October 9th-12th: 

Fall Break 

 

October 14th:  

Common Hour: 

Majors & Minors Fair 

 

October 21st: 

Common Hour: 

Travel Abroad & Study 

 

October 22nd: 

Greenville Area Library 

Murder Mystery Dinner 

 

October 23rd: 

Cedar Point Trip 

 

October 28th: 

Common Hour: 

Spanish Day of the Dead 

Program 

 

October 28th: 

Health Professions  

Institute Speaker: 

Robert Rogalski 

 

Throughout the Month: 

Pumpkin Carving 

Campus Trick-or-Treat 

More Spooky Activities 
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By Adam Button 

Whether you are an in-
coming freshman experi-

encing it for the first time 
or a seasoned veteran 
that survived four years 

here and returned for fun. 
Thiel’s homecoming 
events are one highlight 

of the fall semesters. 
Happening on the week-
end of October 1st – 3rd, 

events planned for each 
day which ones are worth 
it?  

For undergraduates there 
are plenty of events to 

consider. Friday hosts an 
Alumni and Student Net-

working Reception at 
4:30pm - 6:30pm. This is 

a good steppingstone to 
get your name out there 
with Thiel Alum. The 

alumni are very helpful 
because they have expe-
rience in the field and 

understand the stress that 
comes with being a  
college student.  

Saturday is the day to 

remember. For the early 
birds, there is an 8:00 am 
Worldwide Zoom Call 

that everyone is able to 
enter. This zoom call 
would include alum from 

all over the world that 
couldn’t attend this 
year’s homecoming.  

Following that will be a 

tailgate from 10 am to 5 
pm. There are events 
planned for the tailgating 

including a Choir Alumni 
Gathering,  All Tomcat 

Lunch and the Home-
coming Parade. The 

Homecoming Parade will 
begin at the Moose, pro-
ceed East on Shenango, 

make a right on North 
Penn Ave, then left on 
Eagle, then right on Col-

lege Ave, then finally 
ending by making a right 
on Ridgeway. The parade 

is from 1:45 p.m. to 2:15  
p.m. Definitely a sight to 
see.  

Next notable event is the 

football game against 
Westminster. It is always 
a sight to see Thiel’s 

football team and the 

chance for a win. Fill the 
stands and cheer on the 

team for a win. During 
halftime, Organization of 
Black Collegiates (OBC) 

will be having their an-
nual cookout. Following 
the game, starting at 5pm 

Sigma Phi Epsilon will 
be having a barbeque.  

To finish the homecom-
ing weekend off, on Sun-
day at 11am is the 

Tomcat brunch. Worth 
the chance to meet alum-
ni and connect.  

Definitely go to all the 

events that interest you 
and have fun.  

Belong   Connect   Become 

THIEL  

CONNECT 

Visit Here: connect.thiel.edu 

Guide to Thiel’s Homecoming:  

Wild with Pride  

By Samantha Jones 

As we enter the fall sea-
son, its time to put your 

tank tops in storage and 
pull out the flannels. Lets 
talk style! Although we 

as college students love 
comfort, we can make it 
fashionable. In this arti-

cle, I will be providing 
tips and tricks to look 
your best this autumn 

To begin, we live in 
Western Pennsylvania. If 

you are a newcomer of 
Western PA, you will 
quickly realize that the 

weather is not consistent 
throughout the day. Lay-
ering is not only fashion-

able, but practical. My 
personal go to outfits 
consist of: T shirt flannel 

combination (paired well 
with baggy jeans or 
sweatpants), The iconic T

-Shirt over hoodie, long 
sleeve and cardigan, or 

simply a graphic tee shirt 
with an oversized zip up 

hoodie. 

If you would like to add 
some (pumpkin) spice to 
these outfits, accessorize! 

As for headwear, you can 
do a variety of things, 
depending on the “vibe” 

you are going for. For a 
sweetheart look, adding a 
veil to your outfit can be 

very fashionable. You 
can purchase veils for a 
low price on Shein. If a 

veil isn’t your style, have 
no fear. A less bold alter-

native could be a beanie, 
or even a ball cap. 

Jewelry can turn a basic 
look; into an outfit you 

could find on your “for 
you” page on Pinterest. 
Depending on your style 

you can go many ways 
with this. From dainty 
necklaces, to big chains, 

it will bring your outfit 
up a few notches. Rings 
will also assist with this. 
If you have olive or dark 

skin, gold is complemen-
tary. If you are fair, silver 
will suite you best. 

Lastly, lets talk shoes. 
Some personal fall favor-

ites are combat boots, 
high converse, and any 
sneakers. If you need as-

sistance on pairing the 
right shoes, Pinterest is 
your friend. My biggest 

tip is to have fun with 
your style.  

About the  
American Chemical 

Society Speaker 

By Katrina Deckinger 

The American Chemical 
Society is hosting a speaker 
presentation on October 6th 
at 6pm in Bly. The speaker 
is Dr. William Wagner 
from the University of 
Pittsburgh. 

Dr. William Wagner is the 
Director of the University 
of Pittsburgh McGowan 
Institute for Regenerative 
Medicine (MIRM). He is 
also a distinguished profes-
sor of Surgery, Chemical 
Engineering, and Bioengi-
neering at the University of 
Pittsburgh. Recently Dr. 
Wagner received the 2021 
Founder's Award from the 
Society for Biomaterials 
and elected fellow in the 
International Academy of 
Medical and Biological En-
gineering (IAMBE). His 
research lab specializes in 
cardiovascular engineering 
with focuses on medical 
device biocompatibility, 
tissue engineering, and im-
aging. 

The McGowan Institute for 
Regenerative Medicine is a 
research institute partnered 
with the University of Pitts-
burgh and the University of 
Pittsburgh Medical Center 
(UPMC). McGowan Insti-
tute scientific and clinical 
researchers focus on ad-
vancements in tissue engi-
neering, cellular therapies, 
and artificial and biohybrid 
organ devices. The institute 
also provides education and 
training in regenerative 
medicine to the scientific 
and clinical communities. 

By Samantha Jones 

As we all know, this is a 
very difficult transition. I 

am sure at this point all of 
us at least once have suf-
fered from an anxiety at-

tack, felt overwhelmed, 
and overall, just stressed. 
From one freshman to 

another, here is my advice 
for “how to college”. 

For starters, make a game 

plan for tackling stress. 
Ask yourselves these 
questions: What are activ-

ities I do to ease my 
stress? Some examples, if 
you are blanking, are: 

Sports, Artistic activities, 
Music (creating it or lis-

tening to it), journaling, 
meditation , etc. 

Next step, scheduling. 
Simply printing out a 

spread sheet is what 
works for me best. Things 
you will want to include 

are: your classes, your 
extra-curriculars, hours 
dedicated to studying, 

study sessions, meal 
times, etc. The best way 
to alleviate stress is to 
create a schedule so all 

you have to do is follow 
the motions, and you will 
succeed. 

After you have a solid 

schedule, cut out some 
time to do your stress re-
lief activities. You are 

working hard, so don’t 
forget to take some time 
for you. It is crucial to 

your mental health. 

Another thing to consider, 
is your sleep schedule.  
Being well rested has 

many benefits, it is scien-
tifically proven to reduce 

stress and improve your 
mood, think more clearly 
and do better at school, 

get along with other peo-
ple better, and overall im-
prove your psychical 

health. 

Okay freshman, we are in 
college, enjoy your week-
ends! Don’t take that 

statement and run with it, 
however. Be mindful of 
how you spend your 
weekends, because how 

you spend it will effect 
your entire next week. 
Enjoy it but stay hydrat-

ed, stay well rested, and 
still dedicate time to stud-
ying so you don’t fall be-

hind. 

What to take from this 
article, dear freshman, is 
to take care of yourself, 

and stay mindful of your 
actions. We will get 
through this. 

St. Anthony Parish | Call (724) 342-7391 

How To College,  

From a Freshman’s Perspective 

Being Fashionable This Autumn 

Images from Samantha Jones 



ENVIRONMENT 

Going Nuts for  
Black Walnuts on 

Thiel Campus 

By Adam Button 

 
Disregarded as another nut 

on the ground in the eastern 
side of the United States; 
yet the black walnut is prof-

itable if someone puts in the 
dedication to collect them. 
Noticing that walnut season 

runs the month October, it is 
good time to get a quick 
buck.  
 

A student on Thiel campus 
has already started prepara-
tions to reap the not-so-

nutty rewards from this 
year’s harvest. Tyler Reecks 
“22, has so far scouted sev-

enteen trees around Thiel 
and Riverside Park that can 
produce these black wal-

nuts. 
 
Tyler found this idea of col-

lecting walnuts from know-
ing how delicious the black 
walnuts are. He was able to 

find something simple to do 
to get some extra cash.  
 

How profitable is this pro-
cess of collecting walnut off 
the ground. Tyler proposes, 

“this venture is profitable 
depending on how many 
trees there are, if those trees  

{continued on Page 4} 
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By: Virginia Riddle 

Thiel students constantly 
pass recycling bins as 

they go to classes, clubs, 
and study sessions. 
Throwing recyclables into 

these containers is often 
encouraged, mainly due 
to the environmental 

perks. After all, the Unit-
ed States Environmental 
Protection Agency tells us 

that, “ Recycling just 10 
plastic bottles saves 
enough energy to power a 
laptop for more than 25 

hours.” That’s enough to 
keep a computer going 
for an entire all-nighter 

cram session… and then 
some! However, the pro-
cess does not end with 

these blue bins. The reali-
ty is that maintaining a 
strong recycling program 

for the entire campus re-
quires work from students 
and faculty alike.  

Anna Reinsel, Professor 

of Environmental Science 
and Chemistry at Thiel 
College, explains that the 

recycling program has 
been on campus since be-
fore she came to Thiel in 

2011, and has taken many 
forms over the years. The 
most recent work in re-

structuring the program 
was done by Chad  

Pakozdi in the summer of 
2020. According to  
Pakozdi, students hired 

for a position in this pro-
gram are assigned a 
building that they visit 

twice a week. There, they 
collect the recycling of 
every full bin of the des-

ignated area and deliver it 
to one of the main recy-
cling dumpsters on cam-
pus.  

While Reinsel confirms 

that the job comes with a 
small amount of pay, she 
finds the biggest benefit 

to be the fact that, “…
they are doing something 
good for the college and 

for the planet.” Similarly, 
Pakozdi states, “It’s 
something unique to put 

on a resume as it goes 
beyond just being in-
volved in a club. You’re 

actively trying to make a 
difference.” Reinsel is 
also hopeful that having 

workers who are students 
will help moderate the 
amount of trash that ends 

up in the recycling. She 
states that, “Hopefully the 
student workers will cor-

rect their peers to help the 

program… I’m hoping we 
can get some sort of ener-

gy about it so that it’s like 
a thing that we do… part 
of the culture.”.  

This push for student in-
volvement seems espe-

cially important, consid-
ering how it could grow 
to help those outside of 

the college. According to 
Reinsel, this program 
does not currently have a 

huge effect outside of the 
Thiel community. But, 
once the current system 

becomes strong enough, 
there are goals to start a 
composting program on 

campus. She explains, 
“Thiel could be a site for 
not only campus com-

posting, but for communi-
ty composting,”. She was 
hesitant to put a date on 

how long it would take to 

start up the program offi-
cially, as there would 

need to be an influx of 
student support. Reinsel 
made this clear in her ex-
clamation, “You know 

who gets things going on 
campus? Students!”  

In the end, the Thiel Col-
lege recycling program is 

more than a background 
scene, or a work-study 
chore. It is an opportunity 

to give back to the world, 
and an avenue to generate 
a positive change in the 

community. As Pakozdi 
says, “It’s easy for us to 
act like we care. The pro-

gram allows us to show 
we are acting on our 
thoughts by sacrificing 

one of the most valuable 
resources to a college stu-
dent, time.” 

Why Spend Time Recycling? 

By Samantha Walker 

Texas’ newest laws re-
taining to the banning of 
abortions six weeks after 
conception have caused 
tension across the country 
as Americans debate the 
legal basis of the law. 

The law does not allow 
abortions in the case of 
incest or rape, no matter 
the age of the patient. 

The abortion ban also 
gives private citizens the 
ability to sue abortion 
providers and anyone else 
who helps a woman ob-
tain an abortion. This in-
cludes Uber or Lift driv-
ers who unknowing drive 
women to obtain abor-
tions. 

Since the ratification, 
there have been multiple 
complaints and protests 
against the law through-
out the nation. 

On September 9th the 
United States Justice De-
partment sued Texas over 
the ban. Attorney General 
Merrick Garland called 
the ban 
“unconstitutional” then 
continued by stating the 
law a "this kind of 
scheme to nullify the 
Constitution of the United 
States is one that all 
Americans, whatever 
their politics or party, 
should fear.” 

Despite the legal action 
against the Texas abor-
tion law, physician, Dr. 

Alan Braid of San Anto-
nio, California faces at 
least two lawsuits for 
preforming an abortion 
outside of the six-week 
time limit. 

Dr. Braid admitting to 
violating the law in a 
Washington Post opin-
ion article where he de-
tails why he knowingly 
broke the law. When 
defending his actions, he 
argued that, as a doctor, 
he had to abide by his 
patient’s “fundamental 
right to receive this 
care.” 

Despite the legal action 
against Texas from the 
United States Justice 
Department, the out-
comes of Dr. Braid’s 
case, though not clear, 
will be a precedent for 
all cases on the matter 
moving forward. 

The Repercussions of the  

Texas Abortion Ban 

Eco-Friendly 
Alternatives 

By Samantha Jones 

As the circumstances sur-
rounding global warming 
continue to get worse and 

worse, it is more crucial 
than ever that consumers are 
thinking about the future 

when buying their products 
and going with eco- friendly 
options instead of regular 

wasteful items. In college, 
we tend to use a lot of plas-
tic items, that we can re-

place with eco-friendly op-
tions. Here are some ideas 
that are not only kind to the 

environment, but for your 
wallet. 

For starters, fabric napkins 

are extremely beneficial. 
Rather than going through 
an entire roll of paper tow-

els every week or so, it is 
much better for the environ-
ment if you instead have a 

pile of fabric napkins that 
you can use as needed. 

 

Reusable water bottles are 

not only easier on the envi-
ronment, but much more 
affordable than spending 

your money on a case of 
water as needed. 

If you want to smell good 
but also help the environ-

ment, then you are better off 
going with a natural deodor-
ant instead. These are made 

without the use of aluminum 
and include only natural in-
gredients that are harmless 

to the environment 

Doing your part and only 
throwing away items that 

cannot be recycled or com-
posted is great for the envi-
ronment, but you are not 

maximizing your eco-
friendly capabilities if you 
are still using plastic gar-

bage bags. Instead, switch to 
biodegradable trash bags 
which are BPI certified and 

proven to pose no risk to the 
environment. 

If you made fun of the vsco 

girls for reusable straws, 
think again. Stainless steel 
straws or bamboo straws are 

handy products that can be 
washed and reused rather 
than thrown away after you 
are done with them. 

Image from Thiel College 

Image from CNN 
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Pennsylvania School 
District Bans Books 

on Diversity  

{continued from Page 1} 

that libraries do that. I try to 
keep social issues in mind 

when ordering books for the 
library… Banning books is 
not in Thiel’s mission. I 

support our mission. As a 
librarian, I don’t take lead 
from what other librarians 

are doing. I support 

freedom of information for 
everyone, always. It is not 
my job to limit or block 
those views as a librarian.” 

Overall, the situation in 

Central York School Dis-
trict is a clear display of 
how book censorship is still 

burdening the education 
system to this day. Many 
teachers are unsure of what 

they can and cannot teach in 
districts like York, and the 
fear of potentially being 

punished for making infor-
mation available is preva-
lent in many school  

districts. 

Going Nuts for  
Black Walnuts on 

Thiel Campus 

{continued from Page 3} 

are fruiting and the distance 
from the seller you are”.  

Estimates show that a black 
walnut tree on average can 

bare 200 lbs. of walnuts. So 
far that is 3,400 lbs of wal-
nuts. With the closest ven-

dor being Hammond Black 
Walnut Co., in Apple Creek 
Ohio. They were buying 
walnuts in 2020 for $16 per 

100 lbs. That works out to a 
little over $500.  

This process requires only 
the gas to get to the vendor. 

So, this venture is profitable 
for a college student. Inter-
ested contact Tyler Reecks 

at treec988@thiel.edu.  

By Anna Boyd 

Walking into a room with 
20 girls clapping and 

singing at you may seem 
overwhelming to a regu-
lar person, however for a 

potential new member of 
a sorority this is the start 
of something new. They 

could potentially be walk-
ing into a room of new 
sisters. The recruits have 
chance to walk into 4 dif-

ferent parties to meet the 
girls in each sorority. 

Night one of recruitment 
is sisterhood themed. On 

this night PNM’s learn 
about what it means to be 
in apart of each sorority. 

The recruit is taken to a 
table where they have a 
chance to talk to different 

members and ask any 
question that they can 
think of. This is the main 

night that you are meeting 
sisters in every group, this 
is also the night to make 

themselves stand out and 
prove that they belong in 
one of the groups. Night 

one is the night of first 
impressions. 

Night two of recruitment 

is Philanthropy night. 
This gives a chance for 
every sorority to intro-

duce to the new members 
the cause that they work 
for. The recruits will go to 

each party again to learn 
and decide which philan-
thropy they identify with 
the most. Some recruits 

will say this is one of the 
hardest parts because they 
feel if they don’t choose a 

specific sorority they are 
giving on another organi-
zation. This is untrue 

however because even 
though they each have 
different causes; each so-

rority will come together 
at some point to help each 
other out. 

On the third night the 

girls get knocked down to 
going to see three parties 
only. This is a way to try 

to narrow down the op-
tions of the recruits and 
the sorority. Throughout 

the first two days of re-
cruitment everyone is 

ranking each other on 
how they like each sorori-
ty of how they like each 

girl. Night three is the 
first night that the ranking 
system really comes into 
effect. This is one of the 

final nights that everyone 
is making final decisions. 

Night four of recruitment 
is preference night or pref 

night. This is final im-
pressions for the recruits 
and the sisters of each 

sorority. On this night the 
recruits are only going to 
two parties. These are the 

final two sororities that 
potentially want you to 
join them. This is the final 

time to ask questions and 
make the mental notes of 

whether this is the place 
you truly want to be or 

not. 

The final day of recruit-
ment is the long-awaited 
bid day. Bid day is the 
best day of the whole 

week for a recruit this is 
the day they find out 
which sorority they are 

now apart of and they of-
ficially run home to there 
new sisters. 

Going through a sorority 

recruitment is something 
these girls will never for-
get. They are now apart of 

a community of thou-
sands of women across 
the country. The differ-

ences they will make will 
change the lives of so 
many people. 

Recruitment Through a  

Potential New Member’s Eyes  

Images from Thiel College’s Instagram 

By Virginia Riddle 

Gabby Petito, a 22-year-
old woman from Fort 
Lauderdale, allegedly 
went missing during a 
cross country road trip 
with her fiancé during 
August. After this she 
was officially reported 
missing by her family on 
September 11th. A do-
mestic dispute reported 
weeks before her disap-
pearance, led investiga-
tors to speculate that her 
fiancé was involved in 
her tragic death. 

Considering this harrow-

ing news, there has been a 
new focus on preventing 
domestic violence. This is 
an especially important 
topic concerning on-
campus living, as the 
Pennsylvania Coalition 
Against Rape explains 
that “one in five women 
and one in sixteen men 
are sexually assaulted 
while in college. 90% go 
unreported.” 

There are many programs 
in place across the coun-
try dedicated to combat-
ting the prevalence of do-
mestic violence. These 
programs include hot-

lines, such as the National 
Domestic Violence Hot-
line which can be contact-
ed at 1-800-799-SAFE 
(7233), or at 1-800-787-
3224 for teletype (TTY). 

On top of these hotlines, 
the Pennsylvania Coali-
tion Against Domestic 
Violence offers, “crisis 
intervention; counseling; 
accompaniment to police, 
medical, and court facili-
ties; and temporary emer-
gency shelter for victims 
and their dependent chil-
dren,” and can be contact-
ed at 1-800-932-4632. 

As for immediate help on 
Thiel Campus, the frater-
nity Sigma Phi Epsilon 
has connections to the 
organization Arming 
Women Against Rape 
and Endangerment 
(AWARE). AWARE of-
fers confidential services 
to individuals, primarily 
women, to assist them in 
coping with violent situa-
tions. AWARE says that 
that are, “…focused on 
self-protection and self-
defense skills that can 
enable women to avoid, 
resist, and survive situa-

tions ranging from low 
levels of aggression to 
extremely violent as-
sault.” 

Furthermore, each mem-
ber of Thiel faculty is a 
mandated reporter, mean-
ing that they are required 
by law to report suspected 
abuse, and are equally 
obligated to call 911 on 
instances of abuse that 
they observe. They are 
also legally bound to keep 
these reports confidential; 
therefore, allowing those 
experiencing domestic 
violence or abuse to ask 
for assistance in a way 
that will not be revealed 
to anyone outside of the 
necessary authorities. 

Gabby Petito’s death has 
revealed the strong need 
to re-enforce the fact that 
there are various options 
for those suffering from 
domestic violence to de-
fend themselves. From 
national hotlines to local 
services, there are a varie-
ty of ways to receive as-
sistance quickly and safe-
ly from qualified  
individuals. 

Staying Safe  

On and Off Campus 


